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Numes, XXL 


LA Y-MONK. 





Sed te decor ifte, quod optas 


Efe vetat, votoq; tuo tua forma repugnat. 


Ovid. 
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HE wonderful Variety we obferve among 

Mankind, not only arifes out of that Di- 

verfity which is found in their more con- 
{fpicuous Qualities, but is often made up of little 
Circumftances and Peculiarities, which conftitute 
what we calla Manner. According to this it hap- 
pens, that the Vertues of one Man often appeat 
difagreeable, while even the Levities of anorher 
are thought becoming. Neuen Frreman is one of 
the latter kind. Heis not only a Favourite, as I 
have formerly faid, of our Society, but he ts par- 
ticularly fo of Sir Eusrace Locker. We all 
indeed think our felves happy in the Friend fhip 
of our worthy Founder ; but tho’ we fancy fome 
others of us have more of his Efteem, we obferve 
that Nep has the greateft Share of his Affection. 
In fhort, Sir Eusracr owns that, without defign- 
ing any Diftinétion by it, he cannot help being par- 
ticularly fond of Mr. FREEMAN. 

Nep, onthe other hand, is not fo mucha Man 
of the Town as not to have Senfe enough to value 
the moft folid Qualities ; and often tells us in his 
free Manner, That Sr Eustace 4 worth all of us. 
Nay, he has fothetimes declar’d, 'That it was his 
fingu'ar Regard to this Gentleman, and the high 
Value he has for his Converfation, more than any 
other Motive, that engae’d him to become a Mem- 
ber of the Lay-Moxaftery. 'There ts indeed fome- 
what of an amiable and polite Goodnels, w hich 
familiarizes the Character of Sir Eustace to his 


taruer, and payshima kind of filial Venerati- 
on. Sir Eustace is pleas’d with at, and treats him 
With all the Kindnefs, but without the Authority 
ofa Parent; andtho’ we often form Plots in Mirth, 
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and raife little Stories again{t him to Sir Eusrace, 
he will not believe them, but chides us, and fays 
Nep is not half fo bad as we reprefent him. He 
fometimes entertains himfelf by hearing him talk 
of his Female Acquaintance, or asks him what are 
thofe fine Lines in Waller or Denham, on {uch or 
fuch a Subject. Nev repeats them carelefly 5 but - 
is more pleas’d when he <an put Gir Eustace » 
upon difcourfing on fome grave Point in Morality 

or Metaphyficks. 

Tam the more particular in my Account of Nep 
FrEEMAN, becaufe I find by feveral Notices we 
have receiv’d, that he is a kind of Favourite with 
the Town, as well as with our Society. Nip 
feems to be fenfible of this, and cannot difguife 
his being pleas’d with it. I now and then find him 
over his T'ca in’ a Morning, reading the Papers 
which are written on himfelf. He tells me on fuch 
Occafions, that I have full Licence to fay what ! 
pleafe of him, and defires me net to {pare his 
Faults, and fometimes asks me in Raillery when he 
is next to fit for his Picture. 

I muft obferve here, that this Gentleman is not 
only a frequent Rambler abroad, but ts very apt 
to flip.away from usin his Thoughts, while he 1s 
fittingamong us. ‘There is fomething i him that 
looks like Forgetfulnefs, yet only proceeds from 
Inattention or Impatience of thinking long in a 
Train. I have often watch’d him when he has 
drop’d us ona fudden, inthe midi ofa Difcourfe, 
and have fancy’d bythe new Air of his Counte- 
nance, that Ihave feen him engag’d in a Vifit toa 
Lady, orimagining a Game atOmbre. Sir Anrriur 
Winsrieron calls him at fuch times an abfoxr 
Member, and pointing towards him the other Day 
wink’d upon mé to obferve him 5 Nip was fitting 











with his Hand under his Left Cheek, his Elbow 
on the Table, his Eyes fix’d on the Cieling, and 
his Fingers i his Snuff-box, which lay open be- 
tore him. While he was in this Pofture, IL pro- 
duc’d a Letter, which I acquainted the Society had 
been brought to me juft before by the Publifher 
of this Paper. ‘This awaken’d him out of his 
carelefs Fit; and caiting his Eye oni the Super- 
{cription, he immediately told us it was 2 Woman’s 
Hand. We all fmil’d at the Quicknefs of his 
Difcernment ; and opening the Letter, I read it 
to the Board, as tullows. 


Oxon, Dec. 24. 1713. 
GENTLEMEN, 
(4 S Lam a Stranger to you, it is fit that I be- 
* gin with my Character. [am young, the 
© World takes me for a Virgin, I flatter my felfthat 
‘ Lam tolerably handfome, and leave you to judge 
* of my Wit as you fee Occafion. Thus quality’d, 
* tconfefs, it is a little mortifying that I have ne- 
‘ver been ask’d the Queftion, ina Place where 
‘ there are a hundred young Fellows to every 
* pretty WomaninTown. I have theVanity to think 
!am not without my Admirers 5 but I appeal to 
“ Mr. Freeman, whether toafting me ina Tavern, 
“ peeping at me from the Corner of a Street, or 
thro’ a Coffee-houfe Window, or befetting my 
‘ Pew, and ftaring me out of Countenance in 
* Church, be fuch Declarations of Paflion as a Lady 
‘can lay hold of By fuch filent Lovers I am 
‘ perpetually teaz’d, who either dare not, or can- 
* not fay one fine hing to me; for which Reafon 
‘ I refolve to profefs my felf a Member of the Lay- 
“ Nunnery you lately gave us an Account of: But 
* becaufe I have no Notice of their Place of Refi- 
* dence. I muft defire the Favour of you to pub- 
* lifh this Letter, (and make what Alterations are 
‘ neceffary in the Stile and Spelling) to acquaint 
“them with my Refolution, I hope my being 
© young will entitle me to be receiv’'d as an ho- 
norary Member. If the Sifterhood approve of 
* me, I fhall foon let my diftant Admirers find the 
‘ old Proverb verify'd, Faint Heart never won fair 
‘ fady. In Hopes T fhall hear from you in your 
‘next, L will now fubfcribe my felf, 
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GENTLEMEN, 
Your Oblig’d Humble ServantQerg 


Diana Silver Scarf. 


P.S. ¢ if Me. Freeman be fo accomplifh’d a 
‘ Gentleman as you reprefene him, [ muft defire 
‘ him, when I am in the Lay-Nunnery, to make no 
‘ more Incurfions into our Territories, for both our 


© Sakes. 





I had no fooner done reading, but Nep Fres- 


MAN, who fat on my Left Hand, and look’d over 
me all the while, took the Letter from me, and 
having read the Pofticript two or three Times, 
threw it down on the Table, and faid he was {ure 


the Lady was handiome. We all allow’d her to 
have Wits but Neb taking up the Letter, and 
reading the Poftfcript again, grew upon us in his 
imaginary Defcription, and before he had ended, 
made her a Pattern of Perfe&tion. We had jut 
betore been talking of appointing Mr. Freeman 
our Secretary for Female Affairs. He defir'd he 
might immediately enter upon his Otfice 5 and ta- 
king Pen and Ink, he writ on the Blank Side of 
the Letter as follows. 


Madam, 


(¢ TF Ido not miftake, you are the Lady I gaz’d 

“at fo much in the Theatre laft Summer 
at the Act, with very fine Eyes and dark 
colour’d Hair, that beat Time fo agreeably to 
the Mufick with your Fan. None of our So- 
ciety know where the Lay-Nunnery is befides my 
felf. If you will honour me with your Com- 
mands when you come to Town, twill Wait 
on you thither. 


ce 
“ce 
&¢ 
66 
“ce 
ce 
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MADAM, 
Your moft Humble Servant, 


E. FREEMAN, 


I have Orders to infert another Lett&, which I 
receiv’d about the fame 'Time, and which under a 
Cover to me was written to Sit Evusract Locker. 


Si Fusv ack, 
[ Ook to your Fraternity. I have heard of a 
~ * certain Creature, that by imitating the 
Voices of other Animals, draws them into its 
Reach, and then preys upon them. The Lay- 
Nunnery isa Decoy, and the Si/iers have a Defign 
‘ on the Lay-Prothers. Be vigilant, and efpecially 
have an Eye upon Nep FREEMAN. 


“~A 


Your Humble Servant, 
Dec. 26. 1713. 


Ralph Warnwell. 


I am dire&ted to acquaint Mr. Warnwell, that 
we take his Letter to be only writ with a Defign 
to create Jealoufies among us 5 and that notwith- 
ftanding his Warning, we fhall not be difcourag’d 
from cultivating a good Underftanding with our 
dear Sifters of the Lay-Nunuery. 
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